The CS6 colonization factor of human enterotoxigenic Escherichia coli contains two heterologous major subunits.
The genes encoding the CS6 colonization factor were cloned from two human enterotoxigenic Escherichia coli strains of different serotypes. The DNA sequences from both clones were nearly identical and contained four open reading frames. Two of them have homology to genes encoding molecular chaperones and ushers found in many other operons encoding colonization factors. The two remaining open reading frames encode two heterologous major subunit proteins which makes CS6 unique because other colonization factors have only one major subunit. Upstream and downstream of the CS6 operon the DNA sequences of the clones diverged abruptly.